Interview Questions
Carrie Dreyer 3rd grade teacher (all subjects) 
Winton Woods Elementary  dreyer.carrie@wintonwoods.org 

-Observe a classroom in which the internet is used. Interview the teacher to discover the successes and experiences he or she has had using the Internet in teaching and learning.

Q: Do you/How do you use the internet in your classroom?
A: Yes! We do multiplication review by using the internet. We also do research on dictionary.com sometimes, and I’m always using my smart-board to look up things as they come up in class. If a child has a question that I can’t answer right away, I search online using the smart-board to find the answer.

Q: Do you (or have you) used the internet to get or find ideas for lesson plans? How?
A: All the time! I have found pinterest to be extremely helpful with finding ideas for lesson plans. We also use an interactive science textbook, so I can pull the book up on the smart-board. The science website also has other recourses that I use in my lesson plans.

Q: Do you ever use the internet within a lesson?
A: We use the science textbook almost every day. We also use the internet for most of the lessons, whether we’re watching a video or looking up a picture or definition of a word. We also use a program called Raz Kids that allows me to pull up books and use them for language arts lessons.

Q: Are there any educational internet sites that you allow your students to use in classroom (or comp. lab)? What are they?
A: The students do their multiplication online as well as A-Z reading which is where they read a book and then take a quiz on it. They also have team time where they do work on the internet in teams. I allow the students to get on the computer every day; however I have a chart that shows the order of students and their turns on the computer. So there may be some days where only five children get to use the computers because we have limited time and only two classroom computers.

Q: What are some other experiences you have had with using the internet in the classroom?
A: I use interactive flipcharts in many of my lessons. It’s really neat because the students are able to actively participate and I can use the smart-board to flip through pages of notes.

Q: Does the school block any sites that you would like to use?
A: Yes! We have recently gained more control but still have sites that are blocked. Youtube is blocked but not they have teachertube which is an awesome resource. Also a lot of google searches get blocked and pinterest is block as well. So I forget exact instructions from something I found on pinterest while I’m at school, I’m just out of luck.

Q: What are some of your successes with using the internet in the classroom? (any letdowns/failures)
A: I really wish we had more computers in the classroom as well as more time devoted to using them. We have a computer lab but it’s extremely hard to access and it isn’t always beneficial. We also have problems with the internet working. It hasn’t happened in a while but it’s gone down when I needed to use it and the only solution in plan B or C.

Q: What tips would you give to a new teacher for using the internet in the classroom?
A: Take classes to learn about technology. I know there is so much more out there that could be beneficial to me and my students but I don’t know where it is. 

Q: Are there any sites that you would recommend using?
A: Some good sites are Raz Kids, Multiplication.com, A+ Math, and ABCya.com. The kids seem to enjoy these sites and I like them too because it really does help them learn.


Interview Questions

Phil Bretz 4th grade (Math and Science) 
Winton Woods Elementary bretz.philip@wintonwoods.org 

-Observe a classroom in which the internet is used. Interview the teacher to discover the successes and experiences he or she has had using the Internet in teaching and learning.


Q: Do you/How do you use the internet in your classroom?
A: All the time! We use geo-boards and I’m able to use an online version on the smart-board. We also use flash-cards that are online and interactive games. There are videos we watch online and our Math and Science textbooks are on the internet too. I’m able to pull all this up on the smart-board so the class can work together on these activities.


Q: Do you (or have you) used the internet to get or find ideas for lesson plans? How?
A: Yes, however I just get ideas from websites and mainly use interactive websites within the lesson plans.


Q: Do you ever use the internet within a lesson?
A: Yes! Just about every day we use the internet. We use multiplication.com, funbrain.com, mathplayground.com which has worksheets that I can use in my classroom, webquests, internet books, and even skype. We have had opportunities to skype other teachers or people and incorporate that into the lesson plan.


Q: What are some of your successes/failures with using the internet in the classroom? 
A: The students are much more engaged when I use the internet in the classroom. It is something they are familiar with and interested in. They also love to watch videos in class. I can find so many different videos about almost any topic. I try to watch a short video almost every day but at least a couple times a week.


Q: What tips would you give to a new teacher for using the internet in the classroom?
A: Use the internet as a tool to introduce and conclude a lesson. Don’t just use it every now and again but incorporate it frequently. Also try using online tests and don’t be afraid of youtube (or teachertube). As long as you preview the videos, use them! Lastly, get as many computers in your room as you can. Be smart about how you’ll let students use computers if you only have a few, but don’t not use them just because it may take time to rotate children through. Let them use computers while others are doing a worksheet, but let them use the computers daily and become familiar with various websites.


Q: Are there any sites that you would recommend using?
A: Yes: 
· multiplication.com
· funbrain.com
· mathplayground.com
· skype (if possible)
· teachertube
             



Interview Questions

Kausha Mehta 4th grade (History and Language Arts)
Winton Woods Elementary  mehta.kausha@wintonwoods.org 

-Interview a teacher who use traditional or digital video in their classrooms and ask each for tips on using video effectively. Create a list of helpful hints that are gathered as a result of all the interviews. 


Q: How do you use traditional/digital video in your classroom? 
A:  I use United Streaming almost every day. It’s an internet source that has a wide range of History videos that are age appropriate for my students. I also use Netflix to show videos and I use so many educational videos throughout each week.

Q: Do you ever use videos within a lesson? (Like using videos as a different way of learning for your students)
A: Yes, I usually will briefly talk about the lesson but then show a video and let it do the rest. Videos are great because they allow students to visualize the information.

Q: Do students watch videos as a group, or individually?
A: I usually show videos to the class as a whole. It is difficult to let them watch them individually because they would need headphones and I can’t keep a close eye on them to make sure they’re paying attention.

Q: What are some other experiences you have had with using videos in the classroom?
A: The students seem to get more detail from a video. I have shown videos that were related to the topic I was teaching and realized they learned so much more than when I read it out of the book or talked about it. I try to incorporate videos into every lesson because it’s easier for them to learn this way since they see it, especially my English as a Second Language students. 

Q: Where do you get the videos from?  
A: I get all my videos from the internet. It’s not very difficult to find them online and it’s easier and it saves more time than going to the library. 

Q: What are some of your successes with using videos in the classroom? (any letdowns/failures)
A: The students get a better understanding of the topic and it’s fairly simple to integrate into lessons. Make sure you check the videos though. Once I showed a video about Indians and all they were wearing was the cloth that covered their front and back. Although this is what Indians really wear, the kids were giggling for the entire video and didn’t get the information they needed from it.

Q: What tips would you give to a new teacher for using videos effectively? (How do you keep students’ attention?)
A: Preview the videos and know your students (what they can or can’t handle/they’re maturity level). Use videos at least for half of the week. Don’t just make it a onetime thing because students will get excited about a video every time you use it. Also you may want to use notes. Make the students write notes throughout the entire video or give them a worksheet or quiz after the test. I wouldn’t suggest guided notes for students this age because they seem to miss one answer it throws everything off for them. I do, however, use guided notes for reading through the textbook and that seems to work.

Q: Are there any videos or sites to find videos that you would recommend using?
A: United Streaming is great for finding videos. Brain Pop is also good because you can select a subject and find videos directly related to that subject.



Interview Questions

Troy Pratt 3rd grade (Math)
Winton Woods Elementary  pratt.troy@wintonwoods.org 

-Interview a teacher who uses a computer in his or her classroom. Ask the teacher how the computer is used for academic and for administrative tasks.

Q: How do you use computers in your classroom?
A: I use my Smart-board daily. I teach lessons using the board which connects to the computer. I also create worksheets on my computer and activities for the kids to do. I also have a camera that shows up on my board. This works will because I can put an answer key under it and the picture will show up on the computer screen.

Q: Do you (or have you) used a computer to prepare lesson plans? How?
A: Only to create worksheets and find activities for the students to do.

Q: Do you ever use a computer within a lesson? 
A: Yes, I show videos all the time. I also use the smart-board to look things up during class. A lot of times when the students have questions, it’s easier to explain them with the help of a smart-board because they can visualize it.

Q: Do you allow your students to use computers in your classroom (or comp. lab)? How?
A:  Yes, I have a few computers they can take turns using. We do activities on the computers where sometimes they work individually and sometimes they work in groups. I also have writing activities that I allow them to do on the computers.

Q: What are some other experiences you have had with using computers in the classroom?
A: One of the most difficult things with using computers in my classroom is making sure the students know how to use them. We used to have technology as a special at the elementary but they cut it. I just don’t have time to help every student log into their computer and find the website, etc. Usually while a few kids are on the computers the rest are doing worksheets and they need help. Another thing is just making sure you’re prepared. If possible go ahead and pull the websites up on the screen or bookmark them so the students can access them easily.

Q: Does the school have rules or policy about students using computers?
A: They must fill out internet forms to be able to get on the computers and we also have firewall that blocks inappropriate sites for students. I give my kids specific guidelines for using the computers so they know what’s expected.

Q: What are some of your successes/failures with using computers in the classroom?
A:  Using the computers helps kids to visualize. It’s also interactive and makes it easy to quickly pull up examples from Google or Google images. Although our school has a computer lab, we rarely go down to the lab because it’s too difficult so I try to make the best use of the computers I have in my classroom and my smart-board.

Q: What tips would you give to a new teacher for using the computer in the classroom?
A:  Go and see what’s out there. Explore new websites and talk to other teachers about what they use in their classrooms. Also, preview websites, videos, and Google searches before pulling it up in front of the class.

Q: Are there any sites or software that you would recommend using?
A: Some that I like using are ed-helper (these are practice worksheets that are easy to print off), superteachers.com, and Mathdrills.com. A lot of the sites I use are beneficial to both the teacher and the students.
